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December 17, 2008 
 
The Honorable Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State  
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
CC: President George W. Bush 
       U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Zalmay Khalilzad 
 
Dear Secretary Rice, 
 
We, the undersigned American rabbis, are writing to urge the United States government to stand 
firm on justice for Darfur. We represent a variety of denominations and thousands of 
congregants from all corners of the country. The Jewish community, in solidarity with the people 
of Darfur, believes in the importance of justice for the perpetrators of genocide and the need for 
a lasting peace in the region. 
 
As you know, the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) is seeking an arrest 
warrant for Sudan's President Omar al-Bashir on charges of genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. President Bashir is trying to defer the court's investigation through actions in the 
UN Security Council. 
 
The situation on the ground demonstrates that there is no current justification for suspending the 
court's investigation. Over the past five-and-a-half years, the government of Sudan has failed to 
live up to countless international commitments. Khartoum refuses to hand over two war criminals 
already sought by the ICC. Attacks on civilians, aid workers and peacekeepers continue. The 
government continues to transfer weapons to Darfur in violation of a UN arms embargo and has 
thrown up numerous roadblocks to delay the deployment of the United Nations-African Union 
peacekeeping force. Bashir's recent declaration of a ceasefire is belied by reports of bombing in 
northern Darfur.  
 
Pirkei Avot, which describes moral and ethical sayings of the Jewish sages, teaches us: "On three 
things does the world endure: justice, truth, and peace...". It is in this spirit that we hope for a 
lasting peace in Darfur, justice for the perpetrators of this genocide, and a truthful accounting of 
life in Darfur.  
 
The United States must stand by its stated commitment to block any attempt in the Security 
Council to suspend the ICC proceedings. Without concrete and measurable progress on security, 
accountability and peace, there can be no justification for any deferral. 
 
Don't trade justice for more of Bashir's empty promises. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The undersigned American rabbis 



 

Rabbi Moshe Adler 
University Heights, OH 
 
Rabbi Julia Andelman 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Toba August 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Aryeh Azriel 
Omaha, NE 
 
Rabbi Jeffrey Ballon 
Huntsville, AL 
 
Rabbi Ruven Barkan 
Wilmette, IL 
 
Rabbi Shelley Becker 
Floral Park, NY 
 
Rabbi Marc Belgrad 
Buffalo Grove, IL 
 
Rabbi Jordan Bendat-Appell 
Highland Park, IL 
 
Rabbi Rebecca Ben-Gideon 
Madison, WI 
 
Rabbi Morris Bernstein 
Plainview, NY 
 
Rabbi Ana Bonnheim 
Dallas, TX 
 
Rabbi Neal Borovitz 
River Edge, NJ 
 
Rabbi Mark Borovitz 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy 
Langhorne, PA 
 
Rabbi Geraldd Brieger 
Bethany, CT 
 
Rabbi Rick Brody 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Caryn Broitman 
Vineyard Haven, MA 

Rabbi Sharon Brous 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Gustav Buchdahl 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Rabbi Lee Bycel 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Rabbi Michael Cahana 
Portland, OR 
 
Rabbi Richard Camras 
West Hills, CA 
 
Rabbi Marim Charry 
Great Neck, NY 
 
Rabbi Steven Chester 
Oakland, CA 
 
Rabbi Leah Cohen 
Ridgefield, CT 
 
Rabbi Ronnie Cohen 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Jody Cohen 
Miami, FL 
 
Rabbi Mitchell Cohen 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Rabbi Karen Companez 
Flint, MI 
 
Rabbi Susan Conforti 
Irvine, CA 
 
Rabbi Mychal Copeland 
Stanford, CA 
 
Rabbi Geoffrey Dennis 
Flower Mound, TX 
 
Rabbi Lucy Dinner 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus 
Homewood, IL 
 
Rabbi Stephen Einstein 
Fountain Valley, CA 



Rabbi Jerome Epstein 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Andrew Ettin 
Pfafftown, NC 
 
Rabbi Charles Feinberg 
Washington, DC 
 
Rabbi Dena Feingold 
Kenosha, WI 
 
Rabbi Sam Feinsmith 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Marla Feldman 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Michael Fessler 
Glassboro, NJ 
 
Rabbi Jeremy Fine 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Michelle Fisher 
Walnut Creek, CA 
 
Rabbi Richard Flom 
Burbank, CA 
 
Rabbi Aaron Frank 
Pikesville, MD 
 
Rabbi Carla Freedman 
South Salem, NY 
 
Rabbi Avidan Freedman 
Bronx, NY 
 
Rabbi Elyse Frishman 
Franklin Lakes, NJ 
 
Rabbi Robyn Fryer Bodzin 
Chicago, IL 
 
Rabbi Lisa Gelber 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Laura Geller 
Beverly Hills, CA 
 
Rabbi William Gershon 
Dallas, TX 

Rabbi Larry Gevirtz 
Bronx, NY 
 
Rabbi David Glickman 
Dallas, TX 
 
Rabbi Neal Gold 
Wayland, MA 
 
Rabbi Steve Golden 
Tenafly, NJ 
 
Rabbi Howard Goldsmith 
New Rochelle, NY 
 
Rabbi Julie Gordon 
Saint Paul, MN 
 
Rabbi Roberto Graetz 
Lafayette, CA 
 
Rabbi Sarah Graff 
Palo Alto, CA 
 
Rabbi Joshua Grater 
Pasadena, CA 
 
Rabbi C. Greenberg 
Northfield, IL 
 
Rabbi Mark Greenspan 
Oceanside, NY 
 
Rabbi Nicole Greninger 
Lafayette, CA 
 
Rabbi Bonny Grosz 
Oak Hill, VA 
 
Rabbi Joshua Hammerman 
Stamford, CT 
 
Rabbi Maurice Harris 
Eugene, OR 
 
Rabbi Aryeh Hirschfield 
Portland, OR 
 
Rabbi Michael Howald 
Salinas, CA 
 
Rabbi Alan Iser 
Wynnewood, PA 



Rabbi Steven Jacobs 
Woodland Hills, CA 
 
Rabbi Richard Jacobs 
Scarsdale, NY 
 
Rabbi Amita Jarmon 
Rockland, ME 
 
Rabbi Raachel Jurovics 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster 
Teaneck, NJ 
 
Rabbi David Kalb 
Bronx, NY 
 
Rabbi Debra Kamin 
Northfield, IL 
 
Rabbi Steve Kane 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 
 
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz 
Huntington, NY 
 
Rabbi Stephen Karol 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Rabbi Harley Karz-Wagman 
Wilmington, NC 
 
Rabbi Nancy Kasten 
Dallas, TX 
 
Rabbi Hillel Katzir 
Lewiston, ME 
 
Rabbi Alexander Kaye 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Peg Kershenbaum 
New City, NY 
 
Rabbi Jason Kimelman-Block 
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum 
Princeton, NJ 
 
Rabbi Stephen Klein 
Ardsley, NY 

Rabbi David Kline 
West Roxbury, MA 
 
Rabbi Tracy Klirs 
Great Neck, NY 
 
Rabbi Norman Koch 
New Milford, CT 
 
Rabbi Andy Koren 
Greensboro, NC 
 
Rabbi Laurence Kotok 
Rochester, NY 
 
Rabbi Doniel Kramer 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Rabbi Yaacov Kravitz 
Melrose Park, PA 
 
Rabbi David Krishef 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Rabbi Gail Labovitz 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Alan LaPayover 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Rabbi Ari Leubitz 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Yosef Levanon 
Fayetteville, NC 
 
Rabbi Joel Levenson 
Woodbridge, CT 
 
Rabbi Aaron Levy 
Toronto, ON 
 
Rabbi Sheldon Lewis 
Palo Alto, CA 
 
Rabbi Stuart Light 
Seattle, WA 
 
Rabbi Dennis Linson 
Irvine, CA 
 
Rabbi David Lipper 
Akron, OH 



Rabbi Ellen Lippmann 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Rabbi Richard Litvak 
Aptos, CA 
 
Rabbi Asher Lopatin 
Chicago, IL 
 
Rabbi Harold Loss 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Lubliner 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
Rabbi James Maisels 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 
 
Rabbi Howard Mandell 
Virginia Beach, VA 
 
Rabbi Deborah Marcus 
Great Neck, NY 
 
Rabbi Marc Margolius 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Bonnie Margulis 
Madison, WI 
 
Rabbi Randall Mark 
Wayne, NJ 
 
Rabbi Nathan Martin 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Rabbi Meyer May 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Ralph Mecklenburger 
Fort Worth, TX 
 
Rabbi Bernard Mehlman 
Boston, MA 
 
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf 
Westport, CT 
 
Rabbi Edith Meyerson 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Avos Miller 
Chevy Chase, MD 

Rabbi Mark Miller 
Houston, TX 
 
Rabbi Bennett Miller 
New Brunswick, NJ 
 
Rabbi Phil Miller 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Rabbi Sydney Mintz 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Rabbi Cantor Ness 
West Hartford, CT 
 
Rabbi George Nudell 
Scotch Plains, NJ 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Panitz 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Rabbi Elana Perry 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Rabbi Michael Ragozin 
Leesburg, VA 
 
Rabbi Dorothy Richman 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Rabbi Ted Riter 
Thousand Oaks, CA 
 
Rabbi Jeffrey Ronald 
Florence, SC 
 
Rabbi David Rose 
Potomac, MD 
 
Rabbi David Rosenn 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Cheryl Rosenstein 
Bakersfield, CA 
 
Rabbi John Rosove 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria 
Pepper Pike, OH 
 
Rabbi Joanna Samuels 
New York, NY 



Rabbi David Sandmel 
Chicago, IL 
 
Rabbi George Schlesinger 
Santa Rosa, CA 
 
Rabbi SaraLeya Schley 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Rabbi Aaron Schonbrun 
San Jose, CA 
 
Rabbi Avi Schulman 
Fremont, CA 
 
Rabbi Michael Schwab 
Highland Park, IL 
 
Rabbi Barry Schwartz 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
 
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz 
Willimantic, CT 
 
Rabbi Amy Schwartzman 
Falls Church, VA 
 
Rabbi Sid Schwarz 
Rockville, MD 
 
Rabbi Larry Sebert 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Don Seeman 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Rabbi Ahud Sela 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi David Shneyer 
Rockville, MD 
 
Rabbi Suzanne Singer 
Riverside, CA 
 
Rabbi Andrew Sklarz 
Greenwich, CT 
 
Rabbi Ruth Sohn 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Felicia Sol 
New York, NY 

Rabbi Rav Soloff 
Lansdale, PA 
 
Rabbi Eric Solomon 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Rabbi Hesch Sommer 
Guilford, CT 
 
Rabbi Scott Sperling 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Rabbi Toba Spitzer 
West Newton, MA 
 
Rabbi Sonya Starr 
Columbia, MD 
 
Rabbi Brent Spodek 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Stephen Stein 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Rabbi Peter Stein 
Cranston, RI 
 
Rabbi Eleanor Steinman 
Roseville, MN 
 
Rabbi David Stern 
Dallas, TX 
 
Rabbi Michael Stevens 
Munster, IN 
 
Rabbi Debbie Stiel 
Overland Park, KS 
 
Rabbi Ariel Stone 
Portland, OR 
 
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Andrw Straus 
Tempe, AZ 
 
Rabbi Brooks Susman 
Freehold, NJ 
 
Rabbi Tziona Szajman 
Vestal, NY 



Rabbi Daniel Treiser 
Clearwater, FL 
 
Rabbi Michael Unterberg 
University Heights, OH 
 
Rabbi Andrew Vogel 
Brookline, MA 
 
Rabbi Joshua Waxman 
Fort Washington, PA 
 
Rabbi Sheila Weinberg 
Amherst, MA 
 
Rabbi Ari Weiss 
Flushing, NY 
 
Rabbi Paula Winnig 
Lawrence, NY 
 
Rabbi Irvin Wise 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rabbi Joseph Wolf 
Portland, OR 
 
Rabbi Sarah Wolf 
Los Altos Hills, CA 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Woll 
Glen Rock, NJ 
 
Rabbi Alan Yuter 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Rabbi Adam Zeff 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Rabbi Doug Zelden 
Chicago, IL 
 
Rabbi Lina Zerbarini 
New Haven, CT 
 
Rabbi Neil Zuckerman 
White Plains, NY 

 

 


