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Mr. President,

Our concerns about the Rome Statute and the International Criminal Court are well known. They
include the ICC's assertion of jurisdiction over nationals of states not parties to the Rome Statute,
including U.S. nationals, and the lack of adequate oversight of the ICC's activities, including those of
the Prosecutor who may initiate cases without first seeking approval of the Security Council. As in
past years, these concerns require the United States to dissociate itself from consensus on this

resolution.

While our concerns about the ICC have not changed, we would like to move beyond divisiveness on
this issue. We share the commitment of parties to the Rome Statute to bring to justice those who
perpetrate genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. While we have honest differences of
view on how accountability is best achieved, we must work together to ensure that perpetrators of
these atrocities are held accountable for their actions. The actions of the United States demonstrate
clearly that we have been and continue to be among the most forceful advocates for the principle of
accountability for war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity.

We demonstrated our willingness to working constructively on these matters in connection with Darfur
where it was the United States that concluded that genocide had occurred, and the United States that
called for and supported the creation of the International Commission of Inquiry. And while we would
have preferred an alternative mechanism, we believed it was sufficiently important for the international
community to speak with one voice and to act decisively that we accepted referral of the Darfur
situation by the Security Council to the ICC. These events demonstrate that there can be common
ground when both sides are willing to work constructively.

I'd like to emphasize today what we've said in the past: We respect the right of other states to become
parties to the Rome Statute; we ask in return, however, that other states respect our decision not to do
so. With respect to this resolution, we made good faith efforts to work with supporters of the ICC on
language that would reflect this simple principle, and were deeply disappointed that our efforts to turn
a new page were rejected. As we move forward, we urge ICC supporters to reciprocate our efforts to
seek common ground and avoid divisiveness. In our view, this begins with an acknowledgment that
there are honest differences of views on these issues, and an acknowledgment of the right of the
United States and other states to decide not to become parties to the ICC and not to subject their
citizens and officials to its jurisdiction. This should not be too much to ask.

We have noted in the past the importance we attach to the principle, adopted by the General Assembly
in resolution 58/318, that the costs of any assistance or services provided by the UN to the ICC must
be fully reimbursed to the UN. We are pleased that the sponsors of this resolution were willing to

make this clear in the resolution.

Efforts to include language in resolutions of the General Assembly or Security Council that are
inconsistent with a basic respect for the honest differences of views about the ICC serve only to
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exacerbate divisions and make it more difficult for the international community to pursue common
approaches in the fight against impunity. Not every issue needs to be turned into a debate about the
role of the ICC. It is our hope that, going forward, efforts by all parties to work constructively and in
good faith will allow us to spend less time arguing over the ICC and more time working together to
ensure accountability for serious crimes.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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