Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Ducember 21, 2000

Tte Honorable William J, Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dcar Mr, President:

Tt & December 31 deadline for the United States to sign the Rome Treaty ¢stablishing a
permanent, intemational eriminal court (FCCY is rapidly approaching: Wennderstand the need to
sa ‘eguard innocent human life in wartime -- at the same time that we insist on protecting the
rights of our military personne! -~ and urge you 1o sign the Treaty before that date. The ICC
represents an historic step forward in the international effort to-punish and deter way crimes,
crimes against humanity, and genocide.

T} roughout the years of negotiations on the ICC, the United States hag secured significant

sa ‘cguards to ensure that American soldiess are not subjected to po]itica]ly -motivated actions by
the: Court, mcludmg the principle of complementarity; a limited set of cmm;s under the ICC's -
jwisdiction; important due process protections for the accused; rigorous criteria for the selection
of judges and prosecutors; and the ability of the UN. Secuxity Council {0 suspend investigations,
By signing the Treaty we enghle the ILS_to continue to play 2 pivotal rolein shaping the 1CC -~
ensuring that those safeguards operate effectively and that the Court serves its intended purpose
of prosecuting ctimes against humanity: Irrthe untikely event that serious.problems arise with
the: Court, the U.S. conld take 2 number of actions, ranging from refusing to ratify the Treaty to
withdrawing from it.

W aen the Treaty was approved everwhelmingly two years-ago; the-U.S, joined & handful of
human rights violators like Libya and Iraq in voting against it. Since then, 122 nations have
signed the Treaty — including ezch of onr NATO allies except Turkey, all the EU members, and
Russia. Without your leadership, it is quite possible that we will end up as the only democratic
contry that is not a signatory to the Treaty, We firmly believe that if the U.S. becomes
increasingly isolated, our soldiers will face greater, nat less, risk. Such-inergasing risk is wholly
unnecessary, as our Armed Forces are known globally for their strict adherence to international
hu manitarian law and conventions governing the proper-corduct of & military in wartime.
Sigming the Rome Treaty would be the clearest indication possible that we are proud of this
record, and are working every day to uphold it.




The JCC will have jurisdiction over natjons that are nat a party to the Treaty whether or not the
U S. signs. If we do not sign, and, even warse, if we seek to undermine the ICC’s authonty,
there is a strong possibility that the Court’s prosecutors and judges will see themselves in

o position to the U.S. and our afficial personnel. We believe the 1.S: will be in a far better
psition to protect the rights of its oitizens if the Court must answer to-the United States, as its
m st important member, for its actions.

We urge you to sign the Treaty.
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