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I applaud President Bush in making it perfectly clear that the United States wants no part 
of the ICC. He faced enormous pressure from the international community to do 
otherwise, yet he did the right thing. 
 
But this is only a first step. As Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld stated this week, 
upon our renunciation of the ICC: ``Unfortunately, the ICC will not respect the U.S. 
decision to stay out of the treaty. To the contrary, the ICC provisions claim the authority 
to detain and try American citizens--U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines, as well as 
current and future officials--even though the United States has not given its consent to be 
bound by the treaty.'' Secretary Rumsfeld added, ``When the ICC treaty enters into force 
this summer, U.S. citizens will be exposed to the risk of prosecution by a court that is 
unaccountable to the American people, and that has no obligation to respect the 
Constitutional rights of our citizens.'' 


