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The just-concluded NATO sumit in Prague was one of the npbst inportant and
fateful gatherings since the alliance's founding in 1949, for obvi ous reasons
and | ess apparent ones.

On the surface, it was a historic celebration. The addition of seven forner
Soviet satellites conpletes the reintegration of these states into a "Europe
whol e and free." Mure than that, it fulfills NATO s bold, idealistic mssion
to create a denocratic, peaceful and prosperous Europe free of nortal threats
fromw thin and without.

But the Prague sumit was also a historic opportunity to go beyond enl arging

t he menbership and to redefine the alliance's nmeaning in the post-Cold War
era. And it was a chance for the United States, as the nost influential menber
of NATO, to patch up sone of the fissures that now threaten our nost inportant
al I'i ance.

To ny regret, that nonment cane and went unseized. In his speech to the sumit
on Wednesday, the president said sone encouraging things about Anerica's
conm tment to European security. But what went unaddressed was a far nore

i mportant question for the future: whether the NATO t hese new nenmbers wil |l
join will be a strong, cohesive, pernanent alliance that acts together or an
i ncreasingly disputatious group of nations that formfleeting case-by-case
coalitions.

Right now, the trend Iines are pointing in the latter direction, putting NATO
in decline and at risk of disintegration. That would be terrible for both the
United States and Europe. W need to have a full and open di al ogue about the
severity of the cracks in the alliance and what it will take to fix them W
can and nust have conversations about future strategy. But those conversations
will be noot if we do not deal with the real and consequential policy

di sagreenents between Anmerica and our European allies.

The fact is many in Europe are troubled by the Bush adnministration's tendency
to go it alone and disniss the needs and concerns of Europeans in everything
fromtrade to security, fromthe environnent to international |law Hildegard
Dukes, a Gernman citizen, clearly spoke for nmany in saying, "lI'mnot anti-
Anerican. |'mgrateful for what Anmerica did for us in the past. But Amnerica is
acting strangely, and it gives nme the creeps."

This is a troubling attitude, which, if allowed to deepen and spread, can
truly distance us fromour closest allies. The bonds of trust and good will
that are essential to sustaining our alliance are already strained. And if the
president continues to send the nessage through words and deeds that he views
NATO as a conveni ent adjunct to Anerican-nmade deci sions rather than an
i rrepl aceabl e conmunity of free nations to which the United States -- with all
of its power -- belongs, we will do permanent damage to oursel ves.

America's security requires a strong, reliable alliance with Europe, not just
sporadic relations with European allies. NATOis the world' s nbst successfu
mlitary alliance not just because it defended Europe fromthe Soviet Union,
but because it was a coalition of |ike-m nded and |ike-val ued nati ons,
nurtured and strengthened by an institutional system of cooperation across
national borders.

The result was a stable environnment in Europe nmade possible by the trust that
canme from working together so often for so |l ong. Wthout NATO there would not



have been a European Union. The question now i s whether w thout the Sovi et
threat, there will continue to be a NATO alliance.

Reconfirming the U S. conmitnent to NATO and rebuilding the trust of our
European allies are the president's nost critical tasks follow ng Prague. As
strong as we are, we still need their support. W have seen that in lraq, in
Af ghani stan and in response to Sept. 11. For 50 years, we assumed that Anerica
woul d be called on to defend Europe; but we can never forget that Article V of
that charter was first invoked in 2001 to enabl e NATO pl anes and NATO crews to
patrol Anerican skies while U S. troops destroyed the Taliban in Afghanistan.

For us to continue to count on that support, particularly as we confront

gl obal terrorism President Bush nust reverse the unilateralist course he has
pursued in foreign policy for two years and revive the great Anerican
tradition of international cooperation and | eadership

Rhetoric alone will not suffice. The president nust denonstrate understandi ng
and conprom se on issues of great inportance to the Europeans and ot her
friends around the world, such as climte change, the international crimna
court and key arnms control treaties that separate us fromour closest allies
and put us on the wong side of history.

It's not easy to change behavior, |let alone beliefs. But unless President Bush
shows Europe that he intends to do so, Anerica's tactical victories at Prague
will be transitory, and this expanding alliance will in tine becone a holl ow
shel |l of the unique partnership that brought Europe and America to victory in
the Cold War.



