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I believe that the United States must remain engaged in the creation of the Court and its 
institutions. In the Preparatory Commission meetings establishing the mechanics and 
operations of the Court , U.S. diplomats and other officials have played a key role in 
shaping this institution. While I have no illusions that the United States will ratify the 
Rome Statute anytime soon, it would be shortsighted for us to take steps to neutralize our 
ability to assist in this process. In particular, I call on the Administration not to ``unsign'' 
the Rome Statute. As a signatory and in our observer capacity, we can continue 
influencing the form of the Court over the course of the next year into an institution that 
can have the effect of supporting U.S. national security goals, not damaging them. That is 
what we should focus on, not actions that would isolate us further from our friends and 
allies 


