Congress of the Wnited States
Waghington, WE 20515

December 15, 2000

Tho President

William Jefferson Clinton

‘The White House

1500 Pennsylvama Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20010

Idcar Mr. President:

You have a historic opportunity to advance the mnternational rule of law by signing he Romc
Statute for the International Criminal Court (JCC) before it closes for sipnature on December 31,
2000. As Members of Congress, we urge you Lo do so.

Signing the Rome Statyle for the ICC would be a reaffirmation 1o our allies such as the United
Kingdom and Canada, who huve alrcady signed (his aeary, of the Unired States’ commitment to
equal justice under the law and the Nuremberg principles. In addition the U.8. would send a
message to vichms of genocide, war crimes and crimes againgt humenity that we will not allow
the warld 1o stand idly by whilc perpetrators of these horrendous crimes contipue to act with
mpunity.

Crestion of a permanent I0C would eliminatc any further necd for ad hoc tribunals, such as those
. in Yugoslavia and Rwsnds, and create a permanent mechanisma to hold perpetrators of atrocitics
accountahble, It would also give greater protection to Amcrican service members involved in
peacekeeping operslions and {ntemnutional military inifiatives.

Your signature would lend legitimucy to the ICC statute and reassure Americans that the

safeguards built into the treaty reflect Amsrican judicial values and uphoid the riphts enshrined in

our Constitntion. Although the {CC treaty is not, as your Administralion has expressed, an
absolutely perfect instrument, we believe ita positives overwhelmingly outweigh its negatives.




Most importantly, your signature would give members of Congress a sohd ground to push for the
ralification of the Rome Statute and guacantes your lepacy as a proponcent of intemational rule of

law.
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Pairick J. Kenncdy
Member of Congreas
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Michael Capuano
Member of Congress
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errod Brown
Member of Congress
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Bill Paserall, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lcc
Member of Congress

W aus
aunce Hinchey

Member of Congress

Terrald Nadler

Member of Cangreas

obby Rush W

B
Member of Congress

Sincerely,
;am Earr ;
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Pete Stark
Mombor of Congress
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James MceGovemn
Member of Congress
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Albert Wynn
Member of Congre
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Moember of Congress
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Mcember of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Lynn Waolsey
Meomber of Congress
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Member of Congress
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William Dclahunt
Mumber of Congress

Tim Holden
Member of Congress
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Eddie Bemice Iohnson
Member of Congress
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Edelphus Towna
Muember of Congiress

Lum;;c Royb:

Member of Congress
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Jesse Jackson, Jr.
Member of Congress
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helia Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Nancy Peloai Z

Memnber of Congress

Chaso Fassmr_

Chaka Fatteh

Member of Congress
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Donald Payne

Member of Congress
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John Lewis
Member of Congress
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