
A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY RESPONDS TO THE WAR 
LIVING WITH FAITH AND HOPE 

INTRODUCTION 

We are a group of individuals from Catholic institutions and religious congregations, as well as 
organizations with ministries to the Catholic community, who have gathered together to reflect in the 
light of our shared faith on the attacks of September 11 and on the response of our government to 
those attacks. In particular, we wish to respond to the invitation of the U.S. Catholic Bishops to 
engage a dialogue on the appropriate response of the Catholic community to the U.S. "war on 
terrorism." 

At their recent semi-annual meeting, the bishops issued a Pastoral Letter entitled "Living with Faith 
and Hope after September 11th" in which they reviewed our government's response to those 
events, particularly in declaring war on the presumed perpetrators of the tragedies in New York, 
Arlington, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. The bishops call for dialogue among Christians and with other 
faith communities as a means to achieve peace. In that spirit of dialogue, we wish to comment 
publicly on the current crisis applying the principles the Pastoral Letter raised. 

… 

FURTHER ACTIONS 

1. The bombing and the war against Afghanistan must stop and no new theater of military action 
should open. Let multinational police action replace these military efforts to capture the 
perpetrators of the terrorist violence of September 11th and turn them over to an international 
court. 

2. The rhetoric of war should cease. Without doubt the destruction done in New York, Arlington, 
Virginia and Pennsylvania was massive. In fact, it represents a grave crime against humanity, the 
crime of mass murder. The act bears a greater likeness to the terrible crimes of international 
criminal networks than it does to war.  

3. For these reasons, we call on the executive and legislative branches of our government to 
support and ratify the International Criminal Court. Failure to do so represents a failure to 
establish an appropriate and vital tool to address exactly these types of crimes. 

… 
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