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Representative Baldwin (WI): 

Following the devastation of World War II, the United States showed tremendous 
leadership in the world as we created international institutions and a framework of 
international law to prevent war and to sustain and maintain peace. We were the leaders 
in promoting a world where conflicts could be resolved peacefully and cooperatively. 
While never perfect, this system of international institutions has been remarkably 
effective. I and many others around the world are shocked and dismayed by the 
unilateral, confrontational approach that this administration has taken in the world arena. 
We must recognize the consequences in the world community of our rejection of Kyoto, 
of the International Criminal Court , of the treaty to ban land mines, and our own 
withdrawal from the ABM treaty. We must be mindful about how our criticisms of the 
U.N. and NATO are heard throughout the world community. 


